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Get Ready!

Decorating for Great Bible Reef

How to Turn Your Church Into
the Great Bible Reef (Overview)
Invite everyone to plunge into the Great Bible Reef with a realistic
underwater setting. The more your church resembles a coral reef envi­
ronment, the more excited kids will be. Below are lots of ideas for
transforming your indoor space into the Great Bible Reef!

OveTalldecoTahng hps
'* Use dye to tie-dye or spray dye old bed sheets (100% cotton

works best) shades of blue and green. When dry, these sheets
can be used to cover walls, ceilings, tables, or any other place
that you would like to decorate or hide.

'* Cover ceilings and walls with blue paper to give the feel of
being underwater. Hang fish (inflatable or cutouts) from the ceil­
ing and attach additional fish to the walls. Mount a fan near the
ceiling to make the hanging fish "swim" around in the hallway.

'* Hang clear plastic shower curtains over doors to make kids feel
like they're swimming from one room to the next. Split curtains
down the center for a place to walk through. Keep them clear,
spray paint them blue/teal/green, or stamp them with fish!

'* Bring in spotlights. Mount and hide them behind translucent
paper or tulle (perhaps with a fan gently moving the paper) to
create the effect of the sun shining through the surface of the
ocean down into the water.

'* Purchase a sound-effects CD with lots of underwater sounds or

play the sounds from the Reef Tunes Song CD, and play this
quietly as appropriate background noise.

'* Use a bubble machine to add to the general underwater atmos­
phere-but make sure it is somewhere that can be easily
cleaned up so you aren't left with a lot of bubble residue all
over the church!

'* Corners are a great place to decorate. Make caves or mini-reefs
with schools of fish. Fill clear non-latex balloons with helium;

make sure they are different sizes to look like bubbles. Additional
green and blue balloons filled with helium could line the ceiling.

'* Create caves, coral, and rocks to make it feel more like a reef:
find chicken wire and stuff crumpled brown paper bags into the
holes for a solid, yet rocky appearance. For more design, you
could spray paint the bags first.

'* If you don't have blue carpeting, cover the floor with blue
paper, plastic tablecloths, or tarps. Layer blue, teal, or green
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Decorating for Great Bible Reef

tu lie over the top of the paper/tablecloth/tarp layer, and fasten
the corners to the floor. Position a small fan at one end under­

neath the tulle, and as it blows air under the tulle, you will

have rippling waves.

Creahng a coral reef
~ Colors that can be combined for a coral reef are shades of

blues, greens, pinks, reds, purples, oranges, and yellows.

~ Go to a local craft store that has fake flowers: find twiggy, rush­

like fake plants, sea grasses, and ferny fronds that look like

Gorgonian coral (fan coral). Raid the dollar store to build your

coral reef! Feathers, dust wands, sponges, and terrycloth rags
can all be combined to create a textured reef that is fun for kids

to touch. Add to your reef by filling non-latex balloons of differ­

ent sizes, shapes, and colors with paper shreds or batting.

~ Stuff different colors of panty hose with batting, foam, or shred­

ded paper to create spikes of coral. Add color with colored

stuffing, glitter hairspray, dye, or paint (acrylic, spray, or tem­

pera). Create different shapes by varying the amount, type, and

shape of the stuffing.

• For a flatter coral, cover a Styrofoam plate with quilt batting,

and then insert this into the end of the nylons, completing the
coral by stuffing additional batting or foam into the nylon to
help support the plate.

• Use wire (preferable thick, coated wire that will not puncture
the nylons) or PVC pipe to support the coral structures and to tie

off sections of the nylons with string to create different shapes.

~ Create a coral reef area that includes five large, underwater caves

interspersed amidst the coral and fish in your entry area. Use blue

paper for the background to give the feel of being underwater.

Develop a three-dimensional feel by using chicken wire and

crumpled painted paper bags around the coral reef. Write the

daily theme on each cave and invite kids to add drawings from

the Bible stories they explore each day. Hide a spotlight behind

translucent paper to create the effect of the sun shining through
the surface of the ocean down into the water.

~ Save cardboard egg cartons and soak them in a bucket of water

for about an hour. They then can be molded into odd bumpy

shapes. After they dry in the sun, add green, blue, pink, purple,

or orange paint. These sheets of "coral" can then be taped over
cardboard boxes to create vibrant coral reefs.

~ Find bright, colorful tissue paper to make a colorful coral reef.

Create a bunch of tissue paper flowers and join them together
to make a fri Ily, beautifu I coral.

~ Colorful swimming noodles can be carved up to create different
corals and anemones.
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Get Ready!

*Create brain coral. Create the basic shape of the coral by using
paper mache or plain brown paper or paper bags over a beach
ball or another rounded surface. Then use spray adhesive or
glue to cover the paper. Wrap thick yarn or twine in interesting
brain-like patterns allover the glued surface to complete the
brain coral.

* Plate coral can be created by cutting miscellaneous petal-like
shapes out of brown paper bags, cardboard, or poster board.
Crinkle them for texture (or spray with water, crinkle, and then
set in the sun to dry). Paint, and then attach these to a wrapping
paper tube for a very full-looking coral. Stabilize the tube in a
wooden base so your plate coral can stand.*A tube sponge can be easily made out of a cardboard tube or a
clean, empty potato chip can. Add texture by wrapping the can
with wet, crumpled paper or crinkled wax paper. Then paint
your "sponge" yellow. Create several tube sponges using differ­
ent sizes and lengths of cans, and--group them together on your
coral reef.

*Add some light to your reef by hiding flashlights or tap lights
among the corals.*Carpet tubes can make great brown barrel sponges. Cut down
the tube and decorate it just like the tube sponge, except use
brown paint. Be sure to group these together in different lengths I

and sizes, and then attach them to your reef or use them to
decorate a corner.

* Gather small pom-poms and a bunch of clear or iridescent
drinking straws. Find a large Styrofoam block and, if desired,
round the bottom of the block and wrap with red material.
Glue a pom-pom to one end of each straw, and then stick the
other end of the straw into the foam to create a sea anemone­

be sure to hide an anemone fish among the tentacles!* Make polyps with cotton swabs. You can even group them
together and tape the stems to create a cluster of polyps, and
then attach these to a bowl (or foam crafting sphere with a hole
cut out of the top). Be sure you decorate the coral by wrapping
with ribbon to add color and texture or by painting it.* Carve sheets of pink foam to create life-size underwater crea­
tures or to make cutouts for great photo opportunities. Foam can
also make a great cave or reef-just cut holes and coral shapes
and paint. And don't forget to hide little fish in the coral!

CTeahng flsh and sea CTeatuTes*Find the octopus! Attach window suction cups to a glass door
or classroom window to make it look like an octopus is sleep­
ing on the other side. Or, create an octopus out of a pillowcase
and socks (or knee-high stockings). Dye a pillowcase and eight
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socks the same color (possibly purpleL and stuff all with batting

or paper shreds. Attach the legs to the pillowcase body and add

eyes and other octopus details.

~ Have three-dimensional fish swimming around a three-dimen­

sional reef. Buy chewy candy fish and skewer them. Then push

the opposite end of the skewer into a layer of foam used in silk

flower arrangements. Be sure to vary the height so some fish are

swimming up high while others are swimming near the reef.

Another way to ground these fish would be to push the skewers

into a container of potting soil or to create a wooden base with

pre-drilled holes.

~ Stuff knee-high women's stockings to create plush sea creatures.

Add fins with cardboard and paint details to create reef fish.

~ Make a giant clam out of cardboard. If desired, you could cre­

ate multiple layers for the shell, each layer in a different size,

and glue these together, and finally spray paint to get more
dimension and texture. Paint the inside and,opening of the clam

blue/purple/teal or line with bright, colorful material for a cro­

cea or gigas clam!

~ Use a large pillowcase to make a dugong. Dye it grey and fill it

with stuffing. Add a cardboard tail and cardboard flippers.

~ Buy sea stars or make your own from foam or cardboard.

~ Make a plastic bag jellyfish. Inflate the bag and seal the bottom.

Create the tentacles by hanging string or clear gift bag confetti

from the jellyfish body. You can also use an umbrella to create a

jellyfish: the main part of the umbrella is the jellyfish body and

drape ribbon from the center to make tentacles.

~ Dark velvet fabric can make a great, touchable manta ray. Trace

a pattern onto the velvet and, after cutting it out, hang it from

the ceiling or on a wall. Manta rays can span up to 25 feet (7.5
m) across, so if you're really bold, create a huge ray and put it

up on the ceiling and drape it down the walls.

DecoTahng hps
~ Plan ahead to avoid last minute problems with decorating.

Create smaller projects that can be done by various groups in a

1-2 hour period and store the props for future use.

~ Do not use tape when attaching backdrops, cloth, and so forth
to the walls. Use a special putty that does not remove paint
from the walls.

~ Brainstorm a list of supplies needed as early as possible and ask

congregation members to donate them. Remember to check out

garage sales for other items that help to create the right
ambiance.

Decorating for Great Bible Reef

81ble Reef TTlvla

The organisms that build reefs
cannot live in deep water. They

need sunlight to make their
hard limestone skeletons.

Water deeper than 180 feet
(155 m) is too deep to allow
enough sunlight to penetrate
the water for these organisms
to survive.
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